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EAST TEXAS NEWS AND EVENTS
By Mark Barringer
The East Texas Historical Association held its Spring meeting in
Huntsville on February 16, 17, and IR, 2006. Scholarly session topks included Huntsville History, Evolution and the Bible in Early Texas Classrooms, and
Small Towns and Segregatlon. Longtime ETHA member and past-president
Bob Bowman of Lufkin delivered the banquet address on Friday evening, and
Ricky F. Dobbs of Texas A&M University - Commerce, spoke at the
Saturday luncheon about perceptions of Lyndon B. Johnson. Attendance was
above average at all events, and thanks are due to Program Chairs Ty Cashion
and Caroline Crimm, along with program committee members Gene Preuss
and Bernadette Pruitt, for their fine work.
Jeffrey Owens presented the Lucille Terry Award to Judge Jim Lovett of
Red River County for the restoration of the courthouse in Clarksville. This
award, presented each Spring at the Saturday awards luncheon by the East
Texas Historical Association and the Texas Forestry Museum, recognizes outstanding examples of historic preservation in East Texas. The Red River
County Courthouse is the second such structure to receive the Terry Award in
the past two years, following the Hopkins County Courthouse in 2005. It
seems that the courthouse preservation initiatives undertaken by local communities and supported generously by the Texas Historical Commission are paying off in fine fashion, and we hope that the trend will continue.
ETHA Past-President Don Willett of Texas A&M University Galveston was honored with the Ralph W. Steen Award for his contribution to
the teaching, study, and promotion of East Texas history. Don has been
involved in teaching and promoting East Texas history for many years, quite
often by acting as program chainnan whenever the ETHA membership
demanded a spring excursion to the Tremont House. He is a most deserving
recipient of the award, and we extend our heartiest congratulations.
The Southeast Region of Phi Alpha Theta, the National Honor Society in
history, met in conjunction with the ETHA in Huntsville in February.
Undergraduate and graduate students from area colleges and universities presented their work at several sessions and joined the ETHA membership for the
awards luncheon on Saturday. Dr. Caroline C. Crimm, faculty advisor of the
Phi Alpha Theta chapter at Sam Houston State University, presented prizes for
Best Undergraduate Paper and Best Graduate Paper, and plans were made for
next year's regional meeting at Stephen F. Austin State University in
Nacogdoches.
The Fall meeting of the East Texas Historical Association will be held on
September 21,22, and 23 at the Fredonia Inn in Nacogdoches. Vice President
Dan Utley chairs the program committee, assisted by Bob Bowman, Cynthia
Beeman, Perky Beisel, and Bill O'Neal. Check the ETHA website for more
information about the Fall meeting as it becomes available.
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The Georgiana and Max Lale Lecturer for 2006 will be Jeff Guinn,
recently retired books editor and senior writer for the Fort Worth StarTelegram and author of the critically acclaimed Our Land Before We Die: The
Proud History afThe Seminole Negro. The lecture will take place on Thursday,
September 21, at 7:30 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom of the University Center on
the campus of Stephen F. Austin State University.
Mr. Guinn is an award-winning journalist and historian who has authored
cleven books, including You Can't Hit the Ball With the Bat On Your Shoulder
(with Bobby Bragan); Sometimes a Fantasy: MidUfe Misadventures With
Baseball Heroes; The Dallas Cowboys; and The Autobiography of Santa
Claus, a New York Times bestseller now in its sixth printing. He is a frequent
guest on national radio and television programs such as NPR's Talk of the
Nation and CBS Sunday Morning, and his writings have been adapted for stage
and screen. For the Lale Lecture in September, Mr. Guinn will speak about the
history of Christmas. in America.
ETHA board member Jonathan Gerland's Steam in the Pines: A History
ofThe Texas State Railroad, is the latest addition to the Ann and Lee Lawrence
series, which also includes John and Betty Oglesbee's San Augustine: A Texas
Treasure, Gail K Beil and Tom Watson McKinney's The Texas and Pacific
Depot in Marshall, Theresa Kurk McGinley's Old Town Spring, and Fred
Tarpley's Jefferson: East Texas Metropolis. Bob Glover's Camp Ford, previously out of print, is once again available as well. To purchase copies of these
or other Association publications, visit our web site at http://wwww.easttexashistorical.org.
ETHA member Ron Ellison received an award from the Texas Baptist
Historical society for his book, Calvary Baptist Church, Beaumont, Texas: A
Centennial History, /904-2004. Ron is retired from teaching history and government at The Woodlands High School, and has published other books and
numerous articles on the history of Baptists in Texas. Congratulations to Ron
for this prestigious honor, and best wishes for continued success in the field.
As this issue went to press, the West Texas Historical Association was
again planning to entertain a contingent from east of the Trinity in April at its
annual meeting. ETHA Executive Director and Editor Archie McDonald,
along with Joe Early and Past-President Gail Beil, were to represent the association in Lubbock. Joe's topic was "The Hayden Controversy," while Gail
was planning to talk about "Martin Dies and the Marshall Housewives'
Rebelllon." If past experience holds, the WTHA members will be most cordial
and welcoming of hosts.
FinaJly, we are saddened to note the passing of two longtime and dedicated ETHA members. Dr. Marilyn McAdams Sibley, formerly professor of history at the University of Houston and a past-president of the Texas State
Historical Association, passed away on January 19,2006, after a short illness.
Dr. Sibley was educated at Sam Houston State University, the University of
Houston, and Rice University. She was a past recipient of the Piper Award fOT
excellence in teaching and the Somerfield G. Roberts Award from the Sons of

62

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

the Republic of Texas for Travelers in Texas, published in 1967.
Dr. Norman Black of Longview died on December 11,2005, and with his
passing the ETHA lost a faithful and beloved patron. One of the most respected dentists in Texas, Dr. Black was passionate about history and historic
preservation. He served as a member of the Gregg County Historical
Commission for forty-three years and helped make it one of the most distinguished such boards in the state. His list of accomplishments is nearly boundless: Dr. Black probably did as much as any individual in East Texas over the
past half-century to promote and protect the historic resources of the region.
He was a fixture at ETHA meetings for years and was one of the first people
to welcome me and make me feel at home when I joined the organization several years ago. He was much-loved, and will be sorely missed.

